


A NOTE ABOUT THE COVER

The instruments of War - flags

,

muskets, drums and cannon, have

surrounded and protected the

institutions of Peace in America

for two hundred years.

The flag on the upper left was

reportedly flown at Bunker Hill

and Breed's Hill during the

second battle of the American

Revolution on June 17, 1775.

The logo in the center, repre-

senting an institution of ~Peace s

was designed by a member of the

Library staff and officially

adopted by the Board of Trustees

in February 1972. The combi-

nation of letters (EPL-VCPL)

form a single design, although

they represent two legally

separate library districts. The

two dark green leaves symbolize

the fact your public library is

healthy, growing, and very much

alive with service and activity.

E.A.Howard
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Board of Trustees - 1975

City Members

Adams, Mrs. Ruth, 2719 S. Marion Avenue (47712) 425-5563; appointed by School Board; term expires

8/30/77. (Vice-President)

Day, Mr. Roy M., 2268 E. Walnut (47714) 476-0340; Business Address: SIGECO, Hulman Bldg. (47708),

424-6411; term expires 8/20/76. Appointed by City Council. (President)

Morlock, Dr. James E. , 713 S. Rotherwood (47714) 477-2023; appointed by Circuit Court; term expires

7/26/77. {Treasurer)

Parrish, Mrs. Gladys, 3025 W. Virginia St. (47712) 423-3634; appointed by Circuit Court; term expires

8/9/76.

Schulte Mr William J., 316 S. St. James (47714) 477-7622; Business Address: Mead Johnson Company,

2402 Pennsylvania (47712) 426-6995; appointed by Circuit Court; term expires 8/1/79.

Smith, Mr. Edwin R. Jr., 2525 E. Blackford (47714) 476-3770; Business Address: 1304 Old National Bank

Bldg. (47708) 425-5137; appointed by School Board; term expires 1/11/78.

Winslow, Mrs. Carol, 6901 Pinehurst (47711) 867-2146; Business Address: MediaCenter Central High

School, 5400 First Avenue, 424-9221; appointed by the City Council; term expires 12/13/79. [Secretary)

County Members

Biqham Dr. Darrel E., R.R. 4, Kuebler Road (47712) 963-6147; Business Address: Indiana State Uni-

versity - Evansville Campus, Hwy. 62 West (47712) 426-1251; appointed by County Commissioners,

term expires 8/2/79.

Jarboe, Mr. Wilford, 6125 Kratzville Road (47710) 424-5366; Business Address: 1 S. E. Ninth Street

(47713) 426-5070; appointed by County Auditor; term expires 8/8/78.

Kincaid, Mrs. Phyllis, 7117 E. Cherry (47715) 477-5848; appointed by County Auditor; term expires

8/9/76.

McGregor, Mrs. Barbara, 4900 New Harmony Road (47712) 424-5758; appointed by County Commissioners;

term expires 10/23/77.
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This Annual Report is dedicated to Rosa BeVault3 a member of the professional
staff from 1947 until 1975 when because of ill health she resigned. We extend

our best wishes for a contented retirement to this fine reference librarian.
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THE STORY OF Oa

This is the story of how a small 3 ugly, middle-

aged rural school house (in poor health) became

a trim, lovely 3 well-stacked library. It all
began when one partner decided to abandon the

relationship ...

On February 7, 1973, at

public auction, the Li-

brary Board as the high-

est bidder acquired Lynch

Elementary School build-
ing and land for $26,000
The acquisition was cal-

culated to fill the need
ultimately for a branch

library on the far north-
east side. Ironically,
the appraisers had re-

fused to put a value on

the badly deteriorated
building itself, and

valued the land alone at

$15,000. They could see

no future for the build-

ing, but the large lot at

the corner of Oak Hill

Road and Lynch Road was

a valuable site.



THE STORY OF Oa (continued)

The 8,333 square foot building consisted of

iwo classrooms, a T-shaped corridor overlook-

ing a gymnasium, a stage, and a partial base-

ment Unlike most elementary school buildings

Lynch had real possibilities as a public li-

brary branch. It had been built by the Town-

ship Trustee in 1931 to serve what was then a

rural area, but what is now fast becoming a

suburban community.

By mid-1974, when the conversion was almost

rnmnlete the Library Board had doubled the

ori nal'co t in making necessary changes and

repairs. And while it had undergone an amaz-

ing transformation, the building was still

empty! Books, equipment, and furniture were

siphoned off other agencies in the system

while members of the staff worked feverishly

to spend what little money was available for

those items they couldn't beg, borrow, or

trade.

There seemed to be no end to the physical prob

lems at Oaklyn Branch Library, as it was now

called The roof leaked; the basement flooded

in wet' weather; the wood entrance doors were

tten; the east windows in the two classrooms

admitted so much light they were unbearably

hot during the summer months and useless for

film programs. The exterior walls were laced

Lth minor cracks; and the sound of footsteps

Zeros' the bare wood floors echoed throughout

the entire building.
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One by one, these problems were tackled and over-

come. The roof was fixed, the building repointed,

the exterior doors replaced, the east windows

bricked-up and the two rooms air-conditioned, an

acoustical tile ceiling with adequate lighting

installed in the gymnasium, the interior walls

patch-plastered and repainted, and finally, car-

peting laid in the public service areas. In 1975,

after a particularly wet spring, we corrected the

water problem in the basement.

We depended heavily on volunteers to help us reno-

vate, this building and make a public library of it.

Neighbors responded to a call for painters during

the winter of '74-' 75, and after the basement

leaks had ceased, young men from the Breckinridge

Job Corps repainted the basement walls. Neighbors,

friends, and Board members volunteered their time

during the two-year period to raise money for the

new agency. For example, in the spring of the

year, they sponsored a Triple-B Sale (Books, Baked

goods, and Boutique) at Oaklyn. The money real-

ized from these events went to purchase books for

the fledgling branch library. The Melodettes
(HDU unit) raised money at a card party for a

motion picture projector.

On January 2, 1975, Oaklyn Branch Library opened

its doors to service. Heading the agency was

John Miller. As Children's Librarian we had

Diana Litsch. Rosalie Hamlin, Chief Clerk; Jean

Wilson, Junior Clerk; Arthur Hart, Custodian; and

Allen McKee the part-time shelver.

During the first year of operation, the staff at

Oaklyn encountered 25,416 questions and circu-

lated 54,723 books, etc. In terms of use, this

placed Oaklyn at number four position among the

eight branch libraries.
E. A. Howard
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DIVISION OF ADULT SERVICES - 1975

The LIBRARY SERVICE TASK FORCE, appointed by the Director to study the possible causes of the

declining circulation over the past few years, studied the problem for many months. In June, a week-

long patron survey was taken, and the questionnaires, entitled, "Got A Minute?" were instituted to

obtain continuous on-going patron feedback. Since these could not explain why non-users don't use

the Library, several plans were initiated to attract them: a "slide project" was undertaken to

emphasize the Library's "essential" and varied services -- this is designed to be shown to outside

groups; the availability of paperback books was increased through revision of the acquisition rules;

the loan period for "high demand titles" was shortened; and a home delivery service to the handi-

capped and elderly was planned to start in 1976, using volunteers to deliver the books and make per-

sonal contact with these patrons.

The PATRON SURVEY, held during the week of June 16-21, consisted of an eight-question, single-

page questionnaire which was distributed to every tenth patron in all the public service agencies,

with 564 completed. Of these, 395 patrons reported that they came to the Library for leisure read-

ing while 207 came for other reasons as well, including research, children's programs and photocopying.

Nine percent reported that they did not find what they came for, but 556 patrons were completely

satisfied. Twelve percent suggested changes in service hours with most suggesting Sunday openings

and extension of evening hours during the school year.

Preparation for adult programming to mark the BICENTENNIAL year included two series, both ap-

proved by the national American Revolution Bicentennial Administration. Under the chairmanship of

Sharon Olson, an EPL committee arranged for ten talks by local speakers on subjects which followed

the Evansville Bicentennial Council's monthly themes.

The Ohio River Lecture Series of 1976 was instituted by a committee of the directors of the area

libraries, with Miss Kyle as Chairman. This series planned for six events celebrating the Ohio River,

with a talk by Dr. Walter Havighurst, author-historian of the Midwest highlighting the series.

Since September 1975, inmates of the Vanderburgh County Jail have had an active JAIL LIBRARY

SERVICE, thanks to the cooperative efforts of Sheriff James DeGroote, volunteers, and the Library.

Oaklyn Branch Librarian John Miller coordinated on-the-spot activities for processing the gift book

and periodical collections, and on one afternoon a week made the rounds of the jail cells with a

booktruck-load of those materials for the inmates to choose. A large room at the jail serves as the

"library". Overall responsibility for the Jail Library rests with the Assistant Director.
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The FOUR RIVERS AREA LIBRARY SERVICE AUTHORITY, headquartered in Oakland City, under the direc-
tion of John Medcraft, has been the occasion of our eliminating the GIFT MAGAZINE POOL. Gifts of
magazines which we cannot use are now stored in Oakland City where they are available to all ALSA
members

.

With the stack shelf space freed by moving the stored magazines to Oakland City, many bound
volumes were moved from the Periodical Reading Room (PRR) to the fourth tier of the stacks. Then

the LIBRARY SCIENCE COLLECTION was shifted to the freed wall shelves in PRR, while the free-standing
bookcases were moved down to the North Reading Room to relieve the congestion there.

The Library joined the newly-organized Evansville Area HEALTH SCIENCE LIBRARY CONSORTIUM in July
The membership includes Deaconess, Welborn and St. Mary's Hospitals, Mead Johnson, Evansville Associa
tion of Retarded Citizens, Southwestern Indiana Mental Health Center, Evansville Center for Medical
Education, Indiana State University-Evansvil le (ISUE) and the University of Evansville (Uof E).

Martha Kruse is the Library's representative to the Consortium's Board of Librarians.

BOOKLISTS, BOOKTALKS AND "B00KSP0TS." Three special annotated booklists appeared this year.
The eight-page AMERICAN REVOLUTION BICENTENNIAL BOOKLIST was prepared by David Locker of the Adult
Information Department (AID) with the assistance of "local reader" W. C. Clippinger, Esquire. The
ten-page OHIO RIVER VALLEY — A UNION BIBLIOGRAPHY by Willie Nelms, then Meadow Park Branch Librarian,
was compiled for the Ohio River Lecture Series of 1976, in cooperation with the libraries of ISUE,
U of E, Willard, the School Corporation, and this Library. Nine separate Library booklists for
Channel 9 were prepared for the public television's special programs, such as The Thin Edge, The
Ascent of Man, Yoga, and Woman.

An increasing number of booktalks were given this year as more staff members were called on for
the almost weekly booktalks. In July, Mr. Howard gave a Booktalk Workshop for all interested staff
members. Monthly booktalks were a new feature at the Rathbone Home, and Radio Station WIKY's five-
minute program, "Speaking of Books," welcomed our weekly capsule book reviews, written by staff mem-
bers from all the Library agencies.

The second sale for the benefit of the new Oaklyn Branch Library was held there on May 17, with
a "cast of thousands," headed by Mrs. Phyllis Kincaid, Trustee. The "TRIPLE B SALE," or "Oaklyn
Bonanza," featured books, boutique and baked goods, for a net gain of about $900 to the Oaklyn book
budget.

An after-hours TELEPHONE ANSWERING AND RECORDING MACHINE was installed at Central Library in

April. Connected to the Library's telephone number when the switchboard is closed, the device
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answers the phone, gives the Library hours and records callers' questions. By the end of the year,

the Ansafone had logged 3,887 calls.

The May 22 STAFF INSTITUTE took the Library staff members on a bus trip to visit Vincennes,

Indiana. "Historic Vincennes" was the theme of the day, with tours of the area and the Public as

well as the community college libraries.

The Goldhor Award was presented in the morning to Mrs. Anne Pearson (AID), and the Trustees

Award to Mrs. Pam Bristow (McCollough) who, as Vice President of the Staff Association, was chairman

of Staff Institute Day.

With high hopes and appropriate fanfare, the Library declared a FINE AMNESTY WEEK February 17-

22, when all overdue library materials could be returned to the local McDonald's restaurants. They

exchanged complimentary mini-pies for books, etc. The results were disappointing; only 34 of the

871 returned items were more than four months overdue.

Margaret Kyle

DIVISION OF WORK WITH SCHOOLS AND CHILDREN - 1975

PRESCHOOL GROUPS

Preschool groups continue to come to the Libraries in increasing numbers. During 1975, 640

story hours for the 3 to 5 year-olds attracted 12,340 children. In addition Headstart groups visited

the various libraries 378 times bringing 6,345 four-year olds. No separate count has been kept of

the Nursery School groups and the Day Care Centers who came to the Library, but a considerable number

of the 58 classes who came during the year were from these groups.

Adults working with these children also made increased use of library facilities. DWSC was
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invited to conduct a workshop for Teacher Aides for the Headstart program and to participate in three
study groups for the managers of Day Care Centers. Headstart teachers met weekly for 6 weeks in the
Materials Center to review resources useful in their work. In addition the students enrolled in the
course, Education for Young Children, at University of Evansville, depended on the library facilities
for their assignments and we were consulted by the professors on a number of occasions. Vardine Moore
was invited to participate in a workshop at University of Evansville for the National Association of the
Education of the Young Child.

CHILDREN WITH SPECIAL NEEDS

During a portion of 1975 children from classes for the deaf were regularly brought to the Library
for a story and a film. Teachers who could "sign" came along to interpret the story and film for the
children. Gifts of books for use with the deaf were donated to the Library by the Association for the
Deaf. A booklist showing what resources were available in the Library was compiled by DWSC.

A book exhibit was prepared for the symposium on Learning Disabilities and that organization paid
for the reprinting of a booklist on learning disabilities.

The Department also assisted in purchasing books and served in an advisory capacity in setting
up the professional library in the new Center for Retarded Citizens.

Book collections were made up to be used by the boys and girls in the Rehab Center, the Children's
Psychiatric Center, the Youth Day Care Center of Southwestern Indiana Mental Health Association, and
for various tutor centers around Evansville.

SCHOOL AGE ACTIVITIES

Approximately 13,000 school-age children attended the 740 programs at the various libraries.
These consisted of one-time affairs to do such things as make candles, terrariums, corn husk dolls, or
to have a series of lessons on embroidery, African musical instruments, puppets, or how to play the
guitar. The regular weekly programs invited the school age children to participate in dramatics,
crafts, and storytelling. All branches except Harper and Howell have weekly activities.

FILM SHOWINGS

Movies -- weekly in the summer months and monthly the rest of the year, continue to attract large
groups of children. No breakdown in attendance figures is made between adult and juvenile viewers but
films have added several thousand more participants to the children's library activities. The decision



nf ,nmP of the film rental companies to charge rental for each showing instead of for each "day, and

the SSslIg of the rental of Disney films will drastically limit the choice of movies that the Library

can afford and may in the future mean a re-evaluation of our film showings.

SUMMER ACTIVITIES

As an introduction to the Bicentennial year, the summer reading program took the form of an

Tnriian Pow Wow This provided an opportunity to focus attention on early Indians in reading and book

discussions in hand craft "and in other summer activities. More than 300 cert f cates were awarded

to those who cCmpteted the summer reading requirements. Many more children participated in some phase

of the reading program.

JUNIOR GREAT BOOKS

1Q75 marked a transition period when Junior League members, who had for years arranged leader-

ship training sessions and organized discussion groups for the 4th through the 8th graders who met in

the Librae requested that the Library staff take over these responsibilities so that the League_

cSuld move
y
on to otltr areas of interest. Meadow Park and McCollough had a total of 44 sessions in-

volving 555 boys and girls in the Junior Great Books program.

COMMUNITY PARTICIPATION

Personnel from DWSC participated in various community affairs 1 ) by demonstrating how to make

Channel 9 thrSugh the cooperation of a teacher at Oak Hill School and the boys and girls from Oaklyn

h Fun'nub 5 by cooperating in the Girl Scout Street Fair near East ranc
: ,^

by ™P i ng

and printing a booklist-bookmark for International Woman's Year, and 7) by a Christmas craft demon

stration for area nursing home activity directors and other interested persons.

CLASSES AND TOURS

SR different groups totaling 1,138 persons ranging in age from students in the children's litera-

ture c as d an It te University and University of Evansville to the 4-year-olds in the Mon-

tesfori School arranged visits to the children's departments of the various libraries. Most of the

touring groups came from the public and parochial schools in Vanderburgh County.
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BIBLIOGRAPHIES

During the year, Evansville-Vanderburgh County School Corporation asked for assistance in compil-

ing bibliographies to be included in new curriculum guides for the elementary grades. Reading guides

were prepared for Economics and Consumer Education; Litter and Pollution; the Bicentennial; and Con-

cepts. When these were printed, copies of the guide were deposited in each Library.

MURAL

Cathy Jordan completed a colorful mural of story book characters for the children's area at Oaklyn

Branch. This complements the one done in 1974 by Miss Jordan in the entry way to the Children's Room.

COVER TO COVER

The first showing of the television program Cover to Cover on Channel 9 began late in 1975. The

series which introduced contemporary books to boys and girls of the 4th and 5th grade through drawings

and dramatic interpretations, was made available through a grant from the Indiana State Library.

LONG TERM LOAN OF BOOKS

Because the library shelves were overcrowded with usable, duplicate copies of books purchased

when the public library was the main source of supply to the elementary schools, permission of the

Board of Trustees was sought and obtained to allow librarians or designated representatives from each

of the schools in Vanderburgh County to select from this surplus section certain books to supplement
the schools collection. These books will be stamped LONG TERM LOAN and while legally remain the

property of Evansville Public Library will stay at the school indefinitely. By the end of the year
almost 1400 books had moved off the surplus shelves into the various schools. This is intended to be

a continuing program of several years' duration until all shelves have been weeded.

STATE AND NATIONAL RESPONSIBILITIES

Bernice Bickel was elected chairman of Children's and Young People's Round Table of Indiana Li-

brary Association. She is involved in program planning for 1975 and 1976.

Bernice Bruner continues to serve as guest reviewer for Reference and Subscription Books Commit-

tee of -American Library Association. These reviews appear in Booklists.
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PERSONNEL

A regrettably large turnover of children's librarians brought many changes during the year. 1975

started with the transfer of Diana Litsch as Children's Librarian from Meadow Park to the newly opened

Oaklyn Branch, Barbara Cargnino from McCollough was transferred to Meadow Park to be Children's Li-

brarian there. Nora Lee Sellers also left in January when her husband was transferred to Muncie.

Katie Barber who was hired to replace her resigned to accept a position as school librarian. In June,

Cathy Jordan who had been directing programs in various branches resigned to continue her education.

Angie Beyer was hired as her successor and after 5 months was transferred to Meadow Park to succeed

Miss Cargnino who was promoted to branch head at West.

At present all positions are capably filled with persons with special talents and they are enrich-

ing the programs of the Department.

Serious illness also struck DWSC staff. Frances Bethel, after using all her vacation and accumu-

lated sick leave requested extension of her sick leave in accordance with the recently adopted board

policy This ruling, which went into effect with this request, allowed her an additional 42 days of

sick leave with continued pay at 75% of her salary. Although she was not able to return to work in_

1975, she did resume her regular duties early in 1976 and is grateful that the additional days of sick

leave with pay allowed her to fully recuperate.

Bernice Bruner

TECHNICAL SERVICES DEPARTMENT - 1975

Space to shelve the Library's growing collection of bound periodicals has been an increasing problem

in recent years. In November, 1975, upon the recommendation of the Director, Staff Council decided to

discontinue binding most periodicals and purchase microfiche editions when possible. Along with the

microfiche reader, this collection of 4 x 6 inch transparencies will be housed in the Circulating Maga-

zine Room where it will occupy a small fraction of the space which bound periodicals would require.

An event expected to have far-reaching consequences was the signing of a contractual agreement
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with the Indiana Cooperative Library Services Authority (InCoLSA) for installation of a computer ter-

minal This terminal, which was installed in the Technical Services Department on November 3, 1975,

resembles a television screen perched on top of a typewriter. It links the Library with the Ohio

College Library Center at Columbus, Ohio. OCLC is a not-for-profit corporation which operates a com-

puter network which includes over 570 academic and public libraries in 38 states and the District of

Columbia. Its data bank makes available to the user information on and locations of two million titles,

At years' end the Technical Services Department was using the terminal to search for cataloging

information. The staff of the Adult Information Department was also finding it useful in gathering

information for inter-library loans.

It was anticipated that within a few months the terminal would be used to order catalog cards

produced by the computer in Columbus.

Specialized training of 1 to 6 days was required of each terminal operator with more training

planned for 1976.

Adrienne Tirmenstein

JAIL LIBRARY SERVICE - 1975

A major project in the area of community outreach was undertaken by the Library in 1975 when it estab-

lished library service for the inmates of Vanderburgh County Jail. Co-sponsored by PACE (Public Action

in Correctional Effort), the Jail Library offers a variety of reading material for all inmates of the

County Jail, whose daily population averages 145. Although the Public Library had in previous years

helped to supply reading matter for the jail inmates, service was intermittent. In 19/5, however, the

program took firm root.

In April, EPL staff members conferred with Sheriff James DeGroote, who immediately recognized the need

for jail library service and promptly gave the proposed project his enthusiastic endorsement. He

designated a room (formerly the chapel) on the second floor of the Jail for the Jail Library and
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directed that shelving be installed. Library staff members then began visiting the Jail regularly,

unpacking cartons and organizing the large quantities of donated books and periodicals. The Public

Library furnished a booktruck which gave the collection mobility, and on September 24, 1975, reading

material was taken to the inmates. Since that date, inmates have been supplied with books and maga-

zines from the Jail Library each Wednesday afternoon.

Inmates enjoy and appreciate the service. Because the booktruck is taken around the perimeters of the

second and third floors, inmates are able to browse and make their selections directly from the truck.

There are no rigid borrowing rules, and inmates are permitted to take as much reading material as they

wish (within reason). They are encouraged to return borrowed material the following week.

As in the library operation, much behind-the-scenes work is involved. We have been fortunate in hav-

ing the assistance of volunteer workers who have contributed many hours in mending, sorting, and in

carefully screening all returned material, as required by jail security regulations. Several community

organizations, including the Unitarian Fellowship, the Southwest Indiana Civil Liberties Union, Rob's

Book Corner, Community Action Program of Evansville, and the Evansville Press have shown interest in

the Jail Library and have made cash contributions. We are grateful for their support.

It is our feeling that the Jail Library addresses itself to a definite need and that it has accom-

plished much in alleviating boredom and other problems associated with incarceration. We are con-

vinced that our project is viable, and because of the favorable response, it is our firm expectation

that the Jail Library will continue to develop and expand.

John Miller

STATISTICAL REPORT OF EVANSVILLE PUBLIC LIBRARY & VANDERBURGH COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY

1. Population served: City Library District 136,165 + County Library District 28,035 = 164,200

2. Size of area legally entitled to service: 241 sq. miles

3. Number of hours Central Library open each week: 60
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4. Number of days Central Library open during the years: 305.5

5. Agencies: Central , 7 branches in 1 ibrary-owned buildings, 1 branch in a publ ic elementary school, 14

stations, 179 classroom collections in 53 City and County public and parochial schools. Total: 201

6. Book Stock : Adult + Juvenile = Tota l Increase or Decrease

1974 248,708 213,445 462,153
1975 254,005 215,665 469,670 +7517

added 14,659 5,435 20,094
withdrawn 9,362 3,215 12,577

7. Miscellaneous stock: microfilm 2,096 reels; 16mm films 453 ; 8mm films 557 ; phonorecords 8,798 ;

framed. art reproductions 73 ; newspapers received 19 ; periodical titles 800 ; number of maps &

pictures 13,000; pamphlets 16,000 (est.).

8. Circulation of materials: usual length of loan about 21 days.

Adult Materials + Juvenile Materials = Totals
Fiction 225,068 251,571 486,639
Non-fiction 356,624 199,351 555,975
1975 total 581,692 460,922 1,042,614

vs

1974 total 549,364 482,591 1,031,955

9. Circulation Details: (included in above): 31 ,487 phonorecords; 8,804 sixteen millimeter films

3,268 eig ht millimeter films; 550 framed art reproductions.

10. Questions: 92,570 reference; 204,042 service (directional).

11. Total Service Units (i.e., circulation + questions) 1974: 1,257,683 1975: 1,339,226

1 2 . Finances

:

Revenues Amount Expenditures Amount
City tax levy 742,031 Salaries 668,741

County tax levy 239,182 Library materials 132,733
All other income 30,223 Pension & Soc. Sec. 72,321

Total 1,011,436 All other expenses 124,984
Total 998,779
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